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arena, where our intellectual gladiators exhibit their
various and gigantic powers, not simply for the good
of the country, but for the entertainment of the audi-
ence. The atmosphere and crowd are so oppressive,
that it is an exhibition I cannot partake in, otherwise
the real eloquence of the present Senate, would prove
irresistibly attractive. Genl. Preston's1 was of the most
popular kind and charmed every one that heard it. But
as to producing change of opinion, or conviction in the
minds of the hearers or readers, all this eloquence might
have been spared for personal, individual interest, only,
will opperate this affect. Place, not principle is now-
a-days the object contended for. And after all, when
the highest place is attained, is the successful occupant
happier? For no sooner is it obtained than he becomes
the object of abuse, and feels himself tottering in place
and reputation.

Rumours prevail of an approaching change in the
Cabinet. Poor Mr. McClane2 after all the sacrifices of
private and domestic comfort, after all his labours and
striving's, to retain his hard earned place for so short
a time! If I supposed our political intrigues and parties
amused you, I could give you a little vol. of such
sketches. From hear say, however, for Mr. Smith is
wholly disconnected with politics and I take no further
interest in them, than personal regard for some of the
actors inspire. I cannot help, anxiously wishing that
Mrs. Clay, may once more be a resident amongst us.
She is such an affectionate, sincere, kind friend, such
a good woman, that her being here, adds very much to
our social enjoyment. It is seldom that two days pass

1 William Campbell Preston, Senator from South Carolina from 1832 to
1842, a brilliant orator and a follower of Calhoun.

2 Louis McLane retired to his country place in Cecil County, Maryland,
this year.for a day beyond, I know not.    The very of the founders of Liberia,le before he would give his consent.on and expen-            '!ious, cruel and despotic.              ]
